The IASSHA-2001 cruise in
June 2001 was highly
successful, both scientifically and
from the point of view of training
and creation of capabilities for
such research in Indonesia. Our
platform, Baruna Jaya VIII, proved
eminently suitable for marine
geoscientific research, and was
handled with impressive expertise
by the Master, officers and crew.
A total of 28 scientists and
technicians from LIPI and other
Indonesian institutions attended
one or both Legs of the
expedition and gained
experience in shipboard
geoscientific operations and
procedures. The personnel
change-over took place
during a mid-cruise port
call at Bitung.
In summary, while the
IASSHA cruise
located only a
single example
of modern
seafloor
hydroth
erma
l

activity, a lot of valuable new geological
and oceanographic data have been
collected on two contrasted areas in
northeastern Sulawesi that with postcruise processing will greatly expand our
knowledge of these regions.
As regards prospectivity for resources in
Indonesian waters, there has been no
example of the high-value massive
sulfide deposit style that is attracting
commercial interest elsewhere, but the
discovery of a volcano with summit
caldera (Nuang) indicates that the
potential for such occurrences definitely
exists in the Sangihe volcanic arc. An
exciting possibility is that gold-rich
alteration zones lie deeper on the flanks
of Banua Wuhu than the previously
surveyed during IASSHA-2001.
F i n a l l y, a v a r i e t y o f p o t e n t i a l
stratigraphic and structural traps for
petroleum accumulation in attractive
turbidite sequences were revealed by
the seismic surveys in the Tomini and
Gorontalo Basins, the former to our
knowledge never having been surveyed
by this method previously. These mostly
lie at technology-challenging water
depths exceeding 2000 m, but they also
occur at more shallow sites around the
margins of the basins and especially in
the arched structure forming the
pediment of Una Una Island.
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